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Bnati 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages . 1-16, 18-22 _ , as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



pages 17 > 17/1 , filed with the letter of 29 March 2004 (29.03.2004) 

the claims: 

pages . , as originally filed 

pages _ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

— , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 25 June 2004 (25.06.2004) 



pages i - L21 , as originally filed 

pages _ .filed with the demand 

, filed with the letter of m 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 



pagCS , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



2 ' SS?^? 16 ^pguage, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the mterrmtional application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

T^ese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language ___ which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

— toe language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

— OT^S^f 1386 ° f ^ translati0n 6111118116(1 for toe purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

3 " nl^^VL^L nucleotide . " nd/or . ac| d sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence listing' 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

Q The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

|_| The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. e 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 
the description, pages 



12^1 the claims, Nos. 1-27 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. K| ™ s r ! p ° rt ^ s f been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) ** * 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
andWjff ^ onginally ^ ed ™ d ™ «" ™™* d *> *fc report since they do not contain mmS^(SSmi6 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims* 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 9-114664 A (Sharp Corporation), 2 May 1997 
& US 5872991 A 

Document 2: Hirokichi Miura et al . , "Data Kudou-gata 

Processor Q-p no Hardware", Denshi Tsuushin 
Gakkai Gijutsu Kenkyuu Houkoku, Denshi 
Tsuushin Gakkai, 21 November 1986, Vol. 86, 
No. 225, pages 93 to 100 (CPSY86-50) 

Document 3: Makoto Iwata et al . , "Jiko Timing Super 

Pipeline-type Data Kudou Processor", Denshi 
Jouhou Tsuushin Gakkai Ronbunshi, Denshi 
Jouhou Tsuushin Gakkai, 2 5 February 1998, 
Vol. J81-D-I, No. 2, pages 62 to 69 

Document 4: JP 4-340678 A (Sharp Corporation), 27 November 
1992 (Family: none) 

Document 5: JP 6-124352 A (Sharp Corporation), 6 May 1994 
& US 5452464 A 

Document 6: JP 4-248675 A (Toshiba Corporation), 4 
September 1992 (Family: none) 

Document 7: JP 9-160949 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 20 June 1997 
(Family: none) 

Document 8: JP 10-207929 A (NEC Corporation), 7 August 
1998 (Family: none) 
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Rational application No. 
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in documents 1 to 3 may be described as an information 
processor provided with a processing circuit module and a 
merge circuit module. 

It is a known technique to carry out operations in 
parallel in order to resolve bottlenecks (see document 4, 
for example) . 

It is a known technique to join a Neumann- type 
information processor (i.e. a general -purpose computer) to 
a data flow-type information processor (see document 5) , 
and it would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
conceive of applying a Neumann-type information processor 
to the data flow-type information processor described in 
documents 1 to 3 . 

It is a known technique to incorporate all or part 
of software into hardware (see documents 6 to 8, for 
example) . 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: I . 



1. The amendment to page 19 which was submitted together 
with the letter dated 29 March 2004, adds a disclosure 
relating to initialization, and goes beyond the 
disclosure in the international application as filed. 

2. The amendment to claim 2 8 submitted together with the 
letter dated 25 June 2 004, wherein a disclosure is added 
relating to the face that a data portion comprising 
plurality of. data sets is contained in a data packet, 
goes beyond the. disclosure in the international 
application as filed. 

The same applies to claims 29 to 32. 

3 . The amendment to claims 33 to 35 submitted together 
with the letter dated 25 June 2004, wherein a disclosure 
is added relating to the fact that the processing circuit 
module comprises a plurality of processing circuit 
modules and merge circuit modules, goes beyond the 
disclosure in the international application as filed. 

4. The amendment to claim 35 submitted together with the 
letter dated 25 June 2 004, wherein a disclosure is added 
relating to the common interface and clock conversion 
module, goes beyond the disclosure in the international 
application as filed. 

5. The amendment to claim 3 6 submitted together with the 
letter dated 25 June 2004, wherein a disclosure is added 
relating to a structure comprising a circuit block, a 
processing circuit block, a merge circuit block, a 
processing circuit module and a merge circuit module, 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 

Continuation of: I . 

goes beyond the disclosure in the international 
application as filed. 

The same applies to claims 37 and 38. 

6. The amendment to claim 3 8 submitted together with the 
letter dated 25 June 2004, wherein a disclosure is added 
relating to the fact that a processing circuit block is 
constituted by one of an Ethernet unit, an IP unit, a TCP 
unit, an HTTP unit, a contents unit and a UDP unit, goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as 
filed. For example, the IP module in fig. 15 of the 
original application is two-input, two-output, and is not 
a UPL processing circuit. 

7. The amendment to claim 39 submitted together with the 
letter dated 25 June 20 04 goes beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed. 
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VIII. Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: ... J 

1. The amended claim 28 according to the amendments 
submitted together with the letter dated 25 June 2004 
contains the wording "a plurality of hardware circuit 
blocks which operate in such a manner as to independently 
execute consecutively the plurality of constituent 
functions contained in the processing function" . 

However, taking into account the fact that circuits 
operate relative to other circuits, as long as signals are 
inputted from another circuit, the aforementioned 
disclosure does not correspond with the disclosure in the 
description. 



2. The amended claim 28 according to the amendments 
submitted together with the letter dated 25 June 2004 
contains the wording "common predetermined data packet," 
and it is unclear whether this refers to data packets 
having the same data content, data packets having only the 
same format, or data packets having the same data length. 

As a consequence, the correspondence with the 
disclosure in the description is unclear. 

3. In the amended claim 3 6 according to the amendments 
submitted together with the letter dated 25 June 2004, the 
relation between the processing circuit block, the merge 
circuit block and the circuit module in the circuit block 
is unclear. 



4. It is impossible to specify technical scope with coined 
terms such as UPL unit, UPL packet, UPL processing circuit 
and UPL merge circuit in the amended claim 39 according to 
the amendments submitted together with the letter dated 25 
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VIII. Certain observations on the international application 



June 2004. "~ 

Moreover, as a result ,~ a* judgment cannot be made 
about unity of invention. 
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